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By Rey. G. Birkmann, retired,
I arrived In Gx Sepu.
27, 1876. Some of the church
members at Fedor come to
meet me in town haul my
and belon out to

‘edor, the distance about

I was advised to buy my
household furniture, what little
I then needed, at Neumann &
Raube's store, which at that
time was on the corner where
the Knox building is now,

As a matter of ‘eoun:, ntll:e
town of Giddings today is quite
different from what it was then,
Acco! to my remembrance

and bulldings
mentioned by me in this incom-
plete list, were bullt of cheap
lumber. The firm Raube &
Neumann was pretty. well
“known among the people, par-|
ticularly those of Wendlsh
origin, at Serbin, Fedor, etc,
John Neumann was himeelf,
as I take it, of Wendish descent,
he spoke Wendish, besides
German and Engligh —he had
served In the war between the
mtu./u also had Mr. Raube,
who a German, kailing
from Austin County, Texas.
. later date, tals firm haa
their| business at the place
whe Schnelder Bros. have
now, and were selling
es only and drinks, and
~afew years later they had re-
moved to the other side of the
street. Mr. Neumann whom the
people generally called John,
died at the end of the year 1892
of pneumonia which ne had
contracted in helping to put out
a fire in town. 1 think he was
chief of the Giddings firemen
at the time,
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After Neumann & Raube, the
Krocery store and bakery (now
Schneider Bros. property) was
in the possession of Hardmeler
who, according to my reco'lec-
tion, was of Swiss origin. Next
to him toward the east was
Sternberg, a tall man with very
long black hair falling over his
shoulders, whorkept 4 tin shop.
He was not of a timid sort, and
not a charaeter. You

would most carefully choosel

your words In addressing Mr.
Sternberg.

At the corner where the
Citizens State Bank now s,
thers Mr. Schurmann, the tailor
worked and sold dry goods.
Later the store wagoccupied by
Mr. Ernst Neitsch, after he had

ne into business for himself.

fore this, he had been clerk-
Ing for Mr. Knox.. At the other
corner, now the place of the
+First National Bank, there was
at one time the postoffice, and
Mr. Paulli of La Grange, was
temporarily the postmaster. He

A ——————

isisting of me_ken and sausage

| Mr. Schubert, had a table in his
grocery store and sold much;

gé

H
fsf

time and at the same place.

Opposite the Grange Store, Mr,
August schuben,iept a small

general store, selling some dry
oods and groceries, and giving
and eat a cold little lunch, con-

or salmon

1At that time there was I
Jrestaurant in town, where yo

might get coffee and a cooked
meal. Mr, Joekel also, as did

g

ginger ale to those eating bread!
baked by him and buying
cheese or canned Jish or meat
in addition. When people came
ten or twelve miles from the
country, of course, they had a
good appetite at noon and Mr.
Joekel's table would at noon al-
ways be well patronized. ,The
store of Mr. Joekel was the‘hc
which was later, I belleve, oe-
tupled by Mr. Hilsberg.

Next to this was Mr. Luecke's
tinshop where you could see
both Mr, and Mrs. Luecke
working at their business.
Everything was wide open and
you might watch people wvork-
ing at their trade, a ere
seemed always to be plenty of
work to do, and the town was

people selling their cotton and
buying things needed. Giddings
was then much -smaller than
now,
street or sldewalk, and no plate
glass and show windows as you
now see them for several

on both sides of Austin street.
However, Giddings at that time
was a busy town and doing

always crowded with country|

and there was no paved|

much trading for its size,
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There was no courthouse,
but the court met at different
locations in town. At the time

took place, court was held in a
building at the corner where
the C ns State Bank had its
quarters ten years ago. I think
they called it the Blumann
bullding. I saw the sheriff
leading his prisoner through
the street up to the courtroom.
The street was full of people
who were desirous of seeing the
prisoner who then was con-
demned to be hanged. He, the
prisoner, was a pretty tall
young man, quite impressive in
his appearance, with long black
hair and he was looking about
anafrald while he was the cen-
ter of so much attention by the
vublic. He was . handcuffed,

same office.

Of lawyers in Giddings fifty
and more years ago, I remem-
ber Mr. Sinks, Rector, Rous-
seau, Harris, and of county of-
ficials Mr. Knox, the first trea-
surer of Lee County, and Major
Fry, county clerk, and Mr.

Burns, assessor and collector.

however, he managed to lift his! |
ds to smooth his hair while| jand harpess at that time was
ing led In the company of the| ! Mr. Northrup, who had his store
sheriff and his assistants. | 'near the Grange Store for some

A leading dealer in saddlery

He was later executed, as
everyone knows, right niear the
town, and was buried there. 1
passed through Giddings on-that |
day and saw the e crowd
out near the gallows, but I saw
them from- a distance only, and
not caring to visit the scene, I
rode home on my pony.

- Dr. Flelds came to Giddings
in 1877, and for some years had
his office and a drug store at
the corner, later occupled by
Mr. Neitsch's store. Dr. Fields
was for a time assoclated with|
Dr. Louls Geyer who later re-
moved to Taylor, Texas. Mr.
Warlich had, before Dr. Fields,
kept a general store on the
SAMe_corner.

Dr. Fields in later years, had

in the neighborhood of Mr.
Aug. Wurm. Geyer & Flelds
for a time had in their drog
store quite an assortment of
musical Instruments for sale.
This was about forty years ago.

| sometimes was In the office
jot Dr. Johnson, St. I'alsosaw
the father of the elder Dr.

=

{time. He also sold buggies and
'perhaps other conveycnces. He

{from him. Selling saddles and

his drug store on another street |

had his residence about half a
mile or so out of the business
part of Giddings. There he had
a good-sized pear orchard, and
was selling this fruit in season,
and I sometimes bought pears

harness and repairing harness
was a great business at that
time, and when you bought a
buggy for a hundred dollars,
you might be Prolty sure that
vou would use it up in a few
vears on our rough roads, and
would have to spend $50 more
on that flimsy thing within a
few years. .\TI when buying
a double set of harness for your
horges;, yon would pay $25 or
$30. It-aas a protty safe guess
that you would have to spend,
within a year or two, another
$25 for repairs. L

© Business in Glddings at the
time I write of, was generally
flourishing, as sald before, but
there was much u:uh ‘and
shoddy goods on the. market,
and dealers as n rule, ‘were not

Johifson, “both gﬁgethef in the Ito me.

so rellable as now, so it seems

A transcription is in the Birkmann Blog at
http://www.wendishresearch.org/blog gotthilf birkmann/?e=39
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